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NICIJS. 


WARSOP  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


OF  HEALTH. 


Births. — During  the  year  123  births  have  boon 
registered  in  your  district,  compared  with  135 
in  1901,  and  68  in  1900.  With  an  estimated 
population  of  2,900  this  gives  a  birth-rate  of  42,0 
per  1,000,  compared  with  the  birth-rate  of  48.2 
{X'r  1,000  last  year,  and  is  much  higher  than  the 
general  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  which 
for  1902  was  28.6  per  1,000  of  population. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  at  all  ages  was  74,  giving  an  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  of  49.  This  gives  a  death- 
rate  of  25.5  per  1,000  population,  being  a  large 
increase  over  previous  years,  which  were  17.4 
per  1,000  in  1902,  16.4  in  1901,  and  9.4  in  1900. 
For  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  in  1902 
was  16.3  per  1,000  of  population.  This  high  rate 
was  principally  due  to  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria 
of  a  malignant  type  during  the  first  quarter  of 
tho  year. 

Infantile  Death-Rate. — Of  the  74  death,  29, 
or  more  than  one-third,  were  infants  under  one 
year.  There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  tho 
infant  mortality  during  the  last  three  years. 
In  1900  it  was  5S'.8  per  1,000  births;  in  1901, 
125;  in  1902,  333.3  ;  and  'ast  year  it  rose  to 
the  very  high  rate  of  236  per  1,000  births,  or 
the  infantile  mortality  of  1903  was  four  times 
that  of  1900.  An  infantile  death-rate  of  236 
means  that  approximately  only  three  children 
out  of  every  four  born  attain  the  age  of  one 
year.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  err  in  making  out 
the  death-rate  at  all  ages  in  a  rapidly  growing 
district  like  this,  owing  to  the  infrequent  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  census;  but  the  .infantile  death-rate 
being  calculated  upon  the  known  number  of 
births  registered,  is  independent  of  the  increase 
or  decrease  of  the  population.  Many  conditions 
cause  a  high  infantile  mortality,  the  principal 
being  insanitary  surroundings  and  improper 
fe.edjng.  Many  of  the  houses  in  the  village 
have  iB-lighted  and  badly-ventilated  rooms,  de¬ 
fective  house  drains,  unpaved  yards,  and  matter 
of  a  decidedly  objectionable  nature  flowing  to, 
and  in  the  open  street  gutters,  which  run  close 
by  the  doors  of  the  dwellings,  and  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  these  sanitary  defects  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tation  in  saying  that  the  high  infantile  mor¬ 
tality  is  largely  due. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.— The  number 
of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  57,  of 
which  42  were  from  the  old  village,  and  15  from 
Warsop  Vale.  For  previous  years  the  numbers 
were  31  in  1902,  25  an  1901,  and  41  in  1900. 
Of  these  there  were  10  deaths,  giving  a  case 
fatality  of  over  17.5  per  cent.  Of  the  10  deaths, 
9  were  due  to  diphtheria  alone,  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  diphtheria  cases  having  proved 
fatal.  Owing  to  this  very  alarming  case  mor¬ 
tality,  and  in  view  of  future  outbreaks  of  the 
disease,  and  the  now  known  worth  of  the  diph¬ 
theria  anti-toxin  treatment  in  lessening  the 
mortality,  I  would  point  out  the  desirability 
of  your  Council  authorising  a  supply  of  the 
antitoxin  to  medical  men  treating  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  your  district.  Of  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  notified,  26  were  diphtheria,  12 


typhoid,  9  .scarlet  fever,  and  10  erysipelas.  All 
the  diphtheria  casee  were  notified  from  houses 
in  the  old  village.  Of  the  12  cases  of  typhoid 


fever,  9  were  reported  from  Warsop  Vale,  and 
3  from  the  old  village.  Of  scarlet  fever,  6  oases 
were  reported  from  Warsop  Vale,  and  3  from 
the  old  village. 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  my  special  report  on  the 
outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at  Warsop  Vale, 
which  I  presented  to  your  Council  in  November, 
I  pointed  out  that  in  all  probability  the  out¬ 
break  was  due  to — 1st,  the  contaminated  water 
supply,  the  first  ease  being  reported  a  short 
time  after  the  water  supplied  to  the  inmates  of 
the  houses  in  this  part  of  the  district  were 
analysed,  and  found  to  contain  sewage,  and  unfit 
either  for  drinking  or  domestic  use.  2nd,  foui 
gas  emanating  from  blocked-up  house  drains  and 
street  gutters.  3rd,  the  midden  privy  system, 
and  the  irregular  and  insanitary  manner  in 
which  these  privies  were  emptied.  Through  the 
prompt  action  of  your  Council,  the  contaminated 


water  supply  was  out  off,  and  about  the  end""of  ’ 


April  the  Staveley  Coal  and  Iron  Company  sank 
another  well  farther  away  from  the  Colliery 
workings,  and  at  present  this  water  is  pumped 
into  and  stored  in  cisterns,  and  distributed  to 
their  houses.  This  new  supply  has  been 
analysed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
turbidity  and  its  great  hardness,  was  certified 
after  analysis  as  fit  for  drinking  and  domestic 
use.  With  regard  to  the  second  of  the  above- 
mentioned  causes,  I  have  to  report  that  of  the 
159  houses  in  Warsop  Vale,  122  are  in  Warsop 
Urban  Sanitary  District,  and  37  in  Skegby  Rural 
District,  and  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Coun¬ 
cils  was  held  in  November  to  discuss  the  question 
of  haying  the  drains  and  sewers  in  this  part  of 
the  district  systematically  cleaned  and  flushed. 
It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  this  work  should 
be  done  by  your  Council,  each  Authority  bear¬ 
ing  their  legitimate  portion  of  the  cost.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  work  is  being 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  During  the  epidemic 
the  excreta  of  tyohoid  patients  was  placed  in 
pails  supplied  by  your  Authority,  and  removed 
daily,  mixed  with  disinfectants,  and  buried 
under  the  soil.  The  epidemic  continued  until 
the  end  of  October,  but  no  cases  have  been  noti¬ 
fied  since. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Nine  cases  were  notified,  com¬ 
pared  with  17  during  the  year  1902.  In  every 
case  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  isolate  the 
patients  in  their  own  homes  from  other  members 
of  the  family;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the 
only  effectual  method  of  dealing  with  a  disease 
so  contagious  ns  scarlet  fever  is  by  isolation 
in  hospital. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  smallpox  has  been  noti¬ 
fied  in  your  district.  Your  Council  resolved 
that,  in  case  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  the 
Sanitary  Committee  be  empowered  to  provide 
a  temporary  hospital,  and  to  erect  it  upon  land 
belonging  to  the  Council,  and  to  engage  the 
nocessary  staff,  and  to  take  such  othor  steps  as 
they  may  consider  advisable. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — An 
epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  in  the  old  village 
in  January,  and  your  Council  instructed  me  to 
issue  an  order  for  tho  closure  of  both  schools 
for  a  period  of  throe  weeks.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  the  disease  had  disappeared,  and  the 
schools  opened. 

Water  Supply. — Last  year  I  reported  to  your 
Council  that  a  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry 
had  been  hold,  and  power  granted  to  borrow 
sufficient  capital  to  bring  to  a  successful  issue 
tin’s  much-needed  reform  of  the  water  supply.  I 
am  glad  this  year  to  bo  able  to  report  that 
since  then  the.  scheme  for  supplying  the  district 
with  pure  water  is  advancing  rapidly,  and  un¬ 
less  something  unforeseen  happens,  the  whole 
scheme  will  be  completed  tin  June  next. 


.Sewerage  and  Drainage. — At  present  there  is 
no  soheme  for  the  old  village — the  sewage  mat¬ 
ter  flowing  in  open  channels.  At  Warsop  Vale 
there  in  an  incomplete  scheme.  Tho  fact  that 
we  have -had,  during  the  past  year,  three  severe 
epidemics  of  diseases  largely  duo  to  insanitary 
conditions,  and  a  very  hig  infantile  mortality, 
mainly  due  to  the  same  cause,  is  the  strongest 
proof  that  a  sewage  and  drainage  scheme  for 
the  whole  district  is  much  needed.  I  hope  that 
the  success  which  has  attended  your  efforts 
with  tho  scheme  to  supply  the  district  with 
puro  water  may,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will,  act 
as  an  incentive,  for  the  providing  of  a  thorough 
sewerage  and  drainage  scheme  for  the  whole 
district. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  INGRAM,  M.O.H., 
Warsop  Urban  District, 


February  8tli,  1901. 


NEW  HOUGHTON. 


